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Servants and their cultural and social role in
Andalusia
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Abstract:

The importance of the research
lies in that it sheds light on the
ethnic and cultural diversity in
Andalusia, and there is no doubt
that there are previous studies on
the location, but those studies
focused on the service maids
(pleasure) in the palaces of the
rulers and their role in the
political and military life in
Andalusia, so they dealt with
(Haifa Salman Al-Imam) The
role of slaves and concubines in
Andalus during the Umayyad era”
and dealt with “the female slaves
and their role in public life in
Andalusia during the era of the
Caliphate and the Sects (316-484
AH / 929-1091 AD) a historical
and civilized study” by (Hessa
Fahd Al-Sawat) and the master’s
thesis tagged “Al-Saglaba in
Andalusia and their military and
political role Until the end of the
era of the cult states 138-483 AH
| 755-1090 AD” by (Ahmed
Mikhlif Hassan Khalaf Al-
Rishawi) and his master’s thesis
“Slavery in Andalusia during the
era of the Umayyad Caliphate
316-422 AH / 928-1030 AD) by
(Khansa Sawasi and Masouda
Nafti) and his doctoral thesis The
Sagalba and their political and
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cultural role in Andalusia” by
(Ahmed Hamid Al-Majali) and
the research ‘“Sagalaba, eunuchs
in Andalusia, the modern era of
the Emirate and the Caliphate
138-422 AH / 755-103 755-1030
AD” by (Khazal Yassin Mustafa),
although this working class
provided many services  the
Social and cultural inside the
palaces of the Caliphs, and
outside palaces in social and
cultural institutions, and
information about this class is
almost scarce and scattered news
in historical sources despite their
large  numbers and their
distinguished role in social and
cultural life, and the use of
servants (such as slaves) has
started since the establishment of
the Umayyad state in Andalusia
As servants in palaces and using
them in wars as a military power,
Ibn Adhari says their use in
military service is ‘“about two
thousand in the military” (1)
Thus, the wuse of servants,
especially slaves, began because
they are distinguished by strength
of the body and patience for hard
work. Guarding the palaces has
been used by "about two hundred
and forty knights
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And servants in palaces used
princes, caliphs, governors and
the wealthy where the need for
these servants was great, because
of the large number of services
that palaces required, to carry out
daily affairs. Al-Magri gave us a
typical text of what a servant
should be and how he behaves
with his master, indicating the
importance of the importance of
servants and their role inside and
outside the palace by saying: “As
for servants, They are in the
position of the prey by which they
separate, see and hear, imposing
them on honesty and trust, and
protecting them is the
preservation of integrity.”

As for their role in the palaces
and the places in which they
work, it is limited to the service,
only without expressing an
opinion, on anything, or even
discussing. This is why that labor
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has been marginalized by many
studies, because it focused on the
servants and their political and
military role and the positions
they occupied in Andalusian
Society Throughout the periods of
Andalusian rule and the different
genders of servants in Andalusian
societies, this is the social
situation that the servants in
Andalusian society lived in,
which was characterized by
unfairness between the groups
and classes formed, so the
deteriorating,  turbulent  and
anxious social fabric, if it helped
a little On the other hand, it has
harmed the majority formed of
that society, making it servants
and slaves, and they lack the
means by which they can change
their miserable condition imposed
on them to reassurance. This class
of society.
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