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The religious thought of Dr. Ali Shariati embodied the most important
religious features that clearly appeared in Iran. Despite the vast distance between
what Shariati put forward from theories and religious opinions, and the
prevailing religious and ideological foundations, now that Shariati’s imprint on
the generation that contemporaneously was very clear, which rejected all forms
of dictatorship and Western hegemony, and supported Shariati in his calls for a
return to self, And the original Islamic values, which some of the clergymen
distorted in order to obtain worldly gains. Accordingly, the religion according to
Shariati differed greatly from what was prevalent in his time, so we find that
there is a wide controversy surrounding it, the effects of which are still
continuing to this day. The research is divided into an introduction and three
Sections. The first is concerned with clarifying the significance and the
historical dimension of religion. The second studied the concept of monotheism
and polytheism in society and the emergence of class. The third was devoted to
discussing the concept and the types of Islamic religion and the reality of
monotheism and polytheism. One of the most important findings and
recommendations of the research is that Shariati is a unique model of the
thinkers of his time. His writings were distinguished by a well-balanced
scientific style, and he was able, with his intellectual imagination and broad
awareness, to combine his religious culture with his academic education. This is
what the religious and academic circles concerned with religious affairs have
missed a lot. Therefore, it 1s necessary to focus on this aspect in researching and
understanding religious issues.

Keywords: monotheism, polytheism, religion, Islam, belief, Religious thinking,
Iran, Ali Shariati.
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