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Factors Affecting Commercial Activity in the City of
Basra (1869-1914)
"A Historical study"
Asst. Lecturer Wijdan Karoon Freeh

Abstract

The city of Basra was affected by several combined factors.
Some of them were economic, political and colonial. Other factors
were linked to the reality of the city, such as its geographical location
and strategic position. These factors made Basra dominant over the
land routes coming from the east and west and vice versa. Moreover,
the river roads made the city the core of trade routes between the north
and south; especially after the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869.
Some of those factors were related to the city's own characteristics; as
a crop of dates and what resulted from it. Its trade relations expanded
and the administrative map expanded until the city of Basra became
active during the period 1869-1914 in commercial activities. It also
occupied the first place among the cities and ports of the Arabian Gulf
on its eastern and western coasts. All the above-mentioned factors
made Basra a large commercial city, a major market in the Arabian
Gulf, and the Iraq Gate through which it communicates with the
outside world.
Keywords: Basra, the commercial importance of Basra, the Arabian
Gulf, the port of Basra, the Suez Canal.
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