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EFFECT OF SLAUGIITER AGE ON CARCASS YIEI-D
BODY N{trASURtr]\'{trNTS . DRtrSS _ OFF ITEN{S OF

LOCAL AND PtrIilN DUCKS .
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Basrah -IRAQ.

Summarv

This study was conducted to assess body weights and body dimensions, Weight
of carcass and dress-off iterns were recorded for each males and Females in local and

Pekin ducks at 12,16 weeks of age as influenced by breed, age , sex. The results
showed significant differences (P< 0.05) of age on body measurements between

l2and 16 weeks. . Also their was significant diflerences (P< 0,05) between breeds in
body weight and its measurements. The pekin ducks exceeded in average body weight

, trunk length with neck , trunklength withoutneck, thelength of beak, tibia, leg,
keel, Metatarsus , head width, chest depth, chest circumference, dressing percentage,

the percent of blood , head , feet , feather on the local ducks . Highly significant
differences due to sexfactor(P<0.01) was observed, males showed highervalues in

body weight and body measurements.. The results shorved significant differences
(P< 0.05) between the interaction of breed-sex in body weight, trunk length without
neck, the length of head, keel , chest depth, chest circumference, carcass weight and

dressing percentage The study showed highly significant positive correlation
coefficients between live body weight and carcass measurements , dressin!
percentage , dress- off item A same trencl was also found among carcass

measurements In addition , a significant correlations were found only between body
weight , carcass weight with breast muscle thickness . But no significant correlation
found between body weight or other carcass dimension with inedible parts percentage
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