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Understanding Quranic Text: Abu Zaid, Nassir Hamid's Ideas

Explanation and Criticism
By Dr. Falahabd Al Hassan Hashim
Basra University/ Colle of Education for Human Sciences/ Department of Quranic Sciences

Abstract

Surely Quranic text is considered a basis in the construction of Islam. It is seen as a discourse
that embodies and exposes the reality of theories that establish the Islamic principles and
catalysts. Accordingly, such text can result in and ensuing the Islamic awareness. This
awareness cannot be set apart from the style and methods of its texts and instructions in an
attempt to comprehend mutual relation and the intended meaning. Then there should be a
mechanism that shapes the general approach for this concept. Furthermore, in order not for
such texts to fall under the label of myths and fables, there must be a precision at the level of
application of such mechanism in those texts.Nassir Hamid, the Egyptian thinker, sees that
historicism forms an approach in such situation in relation to text understanding that
dispatches Quran from legend and myth. His theory paved the way for many controversial
studies, several of such studies were subjective and lacking neutrality. To approach and
understand the theory from an objective point of view, the current research focused on
historicism just to explain it and to show its strengths and weakness.

This study examines the meaning of historicism in relation to Quran in terms of this thinker
since this term has been an ambiguous connotation for some references. There are also a lot of
readings and studies that tried to explain the term in question. The research also aims as
exposing the strong and weak points of the term. It seeks an answer for the question whether
the term forms a suitable tool of analysis for such texts. It approaches the term" historicism"
from a scientific point of view.

The research comprises an introduction, a preliminary about the term ' historicism’, and the
difference between the term and hermeneutics. There is also a section exposes the concept in
terms of Hamid's views. The third section is devoted to some applications of the term. The
final section is specified for the criticism and evaluation of historicism.

Key terms: Historicism, cultural product, Islamic text
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