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PETROLEUM HYDROCARBONS (PHC) IN TEHE MUSCLZES OF
Melanopsis nodosa IN SHATT AL - ARAB RIVER, IRAQ.

H.T. AL-Saad, A. A. Hantoush, S.B. Abdullah and I. M. Abdul-Sahib
Marine Science Centre , University of Basrah.

ABSTRACT

The mussel Melanopsis nodosa was chosen as Eiuiobica;
Indicator for Pollution with Petroleum Hydro-carbons (PHC) in
Shatt AL — Arab river. (500) specimens mussels have been collected
monthly from three stations (AL-Muftia, AL-Khora and Abi AL-
Khaseeb), for the period from February to July /1998. The mussels
were extracted with methanol: benzen mixture and the
concentrations of PHC were determined Spectroflucrometrically.
Total Hydrocarbon concentrations ranged from 9.85 ig/g Linid in
May to 42.18 pg/g Lipid in July at station III (Abi Al-Khaseeb) in
trems of Kuwait crude oil equivalents. These results were similar to
that in another stations. Hydrocarbon concentrations in the muscles
recorded positional and scasonal variations and liner relaticnsiin
with Lipid content.



