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SOME OF GEOMORPHOLOGICAL FEATURES OF
SHATT AL-ARAB RIVER

A. A. Al-Mahdai* S. A. Al-Asadi**
* Oceanography and Estuaries Department, Marine Center, University of Basrah, Basrah, Iraq.

** Department of Geography, College of Education, University of Basrah, Basrah, Iraq.

Abstract

Geomorphological features of Shatt Al-Arab River from upstream (at Qurna) to
downstream (at FFao) are investigated. The study shows that tributaries are caused
spatial changes of bottom depth of the channel along its course. Depths increases from
8.5 m at Qurna to 24 m at Qarmat Ali, and increase again to 11 m at Fao. Islands are
formed along the course of the river due to feeding tributaries. Cross sections of the
rivers are symmetrical because of weakness of erosion and sedimentation processes.
Longitudinal islands are formed because of straight of the river course, where the shape
factor is of about (0.13). Lowering of discharge and cutting of coming water form

marshes decreasing of island forming within river's channel.
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