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Learning Outcomes of the CVS module

1. The anatomy: to know the structure and relations of the heart and major blood 
vessels of the body and relate their structure to function in the circulation

2. The physiology: to know the the heart as a pump, including the function of the heart 
valves.

3. Embryology: to know the development of the heart, some common congenital 
defects, and the pathology of valvular problems.

4. Blood flow, vascular resistance and the special features of the pulmonary, cerebral, 
coronary, skin and skeletal muscle circulations

5. Autonomic nervous system in the control of cardiovascular function, including the 
concepts of local and central control
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Learning Outcomes
6. Mechanisms controlling cardiac output

7. Cardiac cycle and the categories of drugs used for common cardiac conditions

8. The normal electrocardiogram and their relationship to electrical events

9. The coronary circulation and ischaemic heart disease

10. Acute chest pain

11. Heart failure

12. Shock
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Introduction to the Cardiovascular system
Learning Outcomes

To describe:
1.  The factors influencing the exchange of substances between the blood in capillaries 
and the surrounding tissues

2. The critical importance of adequate blood flow for the maintenance of capillary 
exchange

3. The rate of typical blood flows in ml/min/g tissue and ml/min/organ for major organs 
of the body, including the brain, kidneys, heart muscle, gut, skeletal muscle and skin

4. The distribution of cardiac output over major organs of the body

5. The major functional components of the circulation

6. The distribution of blood volume over the major parts of the circulation
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